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The Okinajima debris avalanche and
the development of Lake Inawashiro
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If you look to the south from here, you can see a number of small
round hills. These hills are called flow mounds and were formed by a debris avalanche
that occurred 30,000 to 50,000 years ago when Mt. Bandai e rupted.

The debris avalanche in question is known as the Okinajima debris
avalanche. Okinajima Island (an island located near the northwestern
shore of Lake Inawashiro) is also a flow mounds formed by the
Okinajima debris avalanche. Flow mounds are scattered across the
southwestern foot of Mt. Bandai and sparsely visible even in the Aizu
basin.

The Okinajima debris avalanche also resulted in the damming of the
rivers that flowed from the Inawashiro basin into the Aizu basin,
forming a large lake, the present-day Lake Inawashiro.
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Flow mounds

Debris avalanche and flow mounds

A debris avalanche is a phenomenon in which numerous large blocks of
rock slide down at high speed when a mountain slope collapses, usually
due to a volcanic eruption or an earthquake.

A flow mound is a small hill formed by a debris avalanche that flows
down and accumulates at the foot of a mountain. Flow mounds are
roundish in shape and their sizes vary.
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In Bandaisan Geopark you can see two landforms
that were triggered by debris avalanches.
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1. The Okinajima debris avalanche [§
Formed by an eruption of Mt. Bandai
30,000 to 50,000 years ago

2. Debris avalanche on
the north side of Mt. Bandai
(Urabandai Kogen Highland)
Formed by the eruption of Mt. Bandai
in 1888

Many volcanoes, including Mt. Bandai
have been constantly growing and
collapsing during the long history of the
earth. Volcanoes thus, together with other
natural forces, form the land where we
live today.

Bandaisan Geopark Association
http://bandaisan-geo.com/




